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RIGHT Adventurer
with a yen for

wisiting out-of-the-
wa nations.
Fln;’my Rusz st the
hizlm of Strannit.
BELOW She's more

small chip than
motor sailer:

HUNT FOR
ADVENTURE

Over a 40-vear career with his company Heritage Expeditions,
Rodney Russ has been to places about as far fromn civilization as you can go.
Hot content with alie-down and a cup-of-tea kind of retirernent,

he comrnissiched a new 24m sail-assisted expedition vessel,

he's mamed Seranrdk. It roughly

trarslates to ‘religious pilgrim’

amnd if pou consider wikdlife

comseTvation as religion, she's

‘been putting this cresd to the test

~ from the Russian Far East to the
Tropical Facific - since her launch last pear.

After a lifetime traversing the Southem Oczan,
Fuss hias learned 3 thing or two about what malkes
agreat expedition vessel. Despite cur proximity o
some of the most extreme bocations on the planst,
expedition vessals are rarely ssenin this meck of the
woods. The need for strength and sdf-suficency
precludes most of the market in Mew Zealand and
for this reasom Buss’ resesarch took him to American
desigrer George Bushiler.

Buehler took the featurss of the nortlhwestern.
salmnom troller and comrerted the form into senworthy,
soonomical long-rangs cruising motorsailers. Theyre
affscticmately termed ‘dissel ducks’ and almest have

cult following in the 28 -45-footrange. Bill Eimley
of Sea Horse Marine builds diessl ducks in bis Zhuhai
shipyard in China's Guangdeng provinee and turmed
Buehler's Stranmik concept into r=ality

Fimlzy has & long historyrof building st=el cruising
‘beats and stepped up to the Stramndk challergs - the
largest of the diesel duck range and the first to be buit
in full commertcial RINA CLASS survey. Australian

mturer and Eormer dizsal
McIntyre handled the build's proj

igorous EIMNA CLASS standard is for

unrestrictsd worldwids navigation - Strernik is
capable of going places well off the beaten track.
Construction is more akin to a small ship than any
anything else. A 455mm wide steel kesl box (filled
with concrete) supports 30 x L 2mm frames with
Amm steel bull, deck and n plating. The Aybridge
iz the only Bbreglass part of the vessel (to reduce
weight). The bull has full watsttight compartments.

The walk-in engine rocm is an enginesT's dream.
Centre stage is the John Deere G123AFMTS M2
pushing out d25hp @15 onvia s ZFW 3.43:1
grarbox. It's 5o clean and white pou could bug it
The engine's Hanked by twin Northern Lights 26kVa
generaters with automatic battery chargers,

Thess are supplemented by 2 x 400-watt wind

| subscribe | woana boati I [ Boatirg Mew Zealand




=ngine room's
dominabed by the
A425hp John

RIGHT Trawd=r-styl=
windows - she's

=oquipped for all
Sondiins

The walk-in

engine room is an
engineer's dream.

backed up by stainless cutboard fusl tanks and a walkin lazaretis,
which contaires the steering gear, dive compressors and animposing
spare propeller.

Aboe are the dawits embracing a 4.Bm Naiad tender with its 40hp
Yamnaha. Up the steps from the stern platform is the cutdeor dindng
area which has lashed-in clears forcoal or rainy weather.

The main saloon has genercus room for dining and Lounging to

generators and a largs solar panel array supplying 24 volts to a 200040 battery

‘bank. Ta starboard of this set-up are two reverse-osmaosis desalination plarts
producing 10,550 Litre £ 5 day, supplementing the B,517-ltre fresboeater tanks.

Further forward is an Alfa Laval fuel-pelishiog system, to dean up the
di=se] before distributing it to two 1,B00-litre day tanks. That'sa lot to taks in
and requires the boat reviewsr to rest on the stairs and catch bis breath before
hzading up to the main saloon.

LAYOUT
The ship-likes comstruction fows into & lagout designed for comfiortable, long-
duration living, At the substartizl transcm is awater level swim/fich platform,

port and the exe=llent galley to starboard features | the comborts of
a commeTeial khtchien. A step up brings pou to an impressve bridgs
dominated by Simrad MFDs and switching meeded to run the Hadad
computerissd gyroscopic active fm stabilisers and the slectrical and
tankage systems.

[t is here that Stranedk’s ship-like proportions are feh mest
lezznly — with bet large dash and forward -raked, trassler-syle
windows. Thete's a touch of tradition with a timber spoke whesl,
though the steering's mostly handled by the Simrad AF7Q auto

bizlen. Az per BIMA survey requirements there are back-ups for

LEES

GROUP
N

EXPE

L=< marine precinct
.- offering marina,
! . haul out and hard
P L stand storage.
» All trades available on site or DIY * Wash down facilities
* 60 tonne haul out trailer * Undercover hard stand boatshed space available

36 Gabador Place, Mt Wellington, Auckland.
p: 09 534 8341 e: info@iomakimarinepark.co.nz
www. lomakimarinepark.co.nz
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every system. Comfort on the bridge is courte sy of
twao watchhsepers’ seats, with o U-shaped settes
behird for visitors ksen to watch the action.

The forsdeck has further seating in front of the
bridge. The forward end’s dominatsd by the dual
Muir VO 4500 anchor windlasses with 1500z COR
anid Bruce anchors on 120m of Ldmm chain. Thisis a
ship-sized anchaoring system for avessel clocking inat
around 121 tons,

Do from the saloom are twe aft double cabins
with en suntes and & laundry room. Forward of the
engine room are four mors double cabine with en suites
anid a couple of crew cabins and beads in the forepeak.
The cabins ars cimate-controlled by a Cruseair reverse-
cycle system and all have Wi-Fi and dedicated tablets to
acozss the ship'’s beek and moviz Bbrary.

Above the main saloon is the fiybridge accessed
via steps from the part quarter. The Aybridge deck
contains an additicnal belm stabion, sail contrels,
ample lounging as an additional tender, crane, kayaks
and two chest freezers to carry the food necessary for
extended staysin the wilderness.

Bizavting Heww Zealand

ABOVE The
comify seat

at the helm
rmakss for sasy
conning

LEFT Climbing
in and out

of the Naisd
t=nd=ris simple
with the large
boarding
platform

BOTTCM

Har spadous
fored=ck snd
the warm
inkzricn

OMN THE WATER

While Strannik's desigmed for adventures to far-Hung.
destinations, cur voyage for this review is a somewhat
mare hurmhble trip from the Bay of [dands to the far-fung
wilderness of Whangarca Harbour. The combination of &
COVID economy and winter means it's nearly desetted.

From the Maizd tender sent to pick me wp, Stranmik
quiddhy identifies bersalf from all the cther boate in the
archorage. Het scale is impressive and her handsome
workboat pedigres is apparsnt. She exudes confidences and
aserse of purposs,

The other strong feeling when coming abeard is 2 sense
of home, She is not & marina queen, nor a gentleman's Gncy
- thizis Russ’ bomes and pou get a fseling that you'rs about to
embark on cne of his wordd-fameous sxpediticns.

It’s quickly apparent that neither the cwner nor the
‘boat are ordinary. Stmnrikis 2 small ship rather than a
motersailer. There's 5 sence of space and sturdiness that
instills confidencs. With school bolidays in full swing, thers
are nine pecple sboard including four children and the
layout seammed to svallow them up without any trouble,

Fuss' expedition experience is manifest throughout.
From the bridge layout to the sea-friendly galley she's budle
to handle all conditicns with style. 1was chatting with
him o the foredeck as the anchor was coming up and
was impressed with the single most decadent thing 1 have
ever se2n on & boat - a hot freshowater wash-dosn for the
arvchor dhain.

“We can make 10,560 litres 2 day so we tend to use
water like you would om land” be saps with a cheeky grin.
We wers in the unusual Atuation of the anchor chain being
cleanet than the reviswer,

From the bridgs, the John Deers is nothing but 2 faint
hum but quickly moves Seraneik to her 2 koots cruising
speed. “At this spesd we't= using 2.5 litres per naubical omile
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Ovlov Marine Ltd

HELM @ MASTER =~

FULLY DIGITAL
BOAT CONTROL

SYSTEM
Yamaha has ence
again taken marine
technolegy to the
next level with
this imdustry-
first, and game
changing, digral
beat control systans,

Ovlov Marine L

* A parts taam ensuring quick
response & parts dispatch.
* Full workshop with eleven
mebile vans.

* Ganuing Yamaha parts.

@YAMAHA  RRUIIIL:

OFFSHORE =
425HP -
5.6L i
V8 FULLY .
INTEGRATED —= °
POWER SYSTEM

Ovlov Marine Ltd

Fhil 577 4385 Fax M 377 DBEG

142 Baaumont Street, Westhaven
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amd that gires usa moge of 5,000 nautical miles,” sys R,

It's 2 Exirly camal commament but with mind-bogghing
implicatiors. The 15,52 Hitre diesel tanks bave justbeen
Fllerd wrbvichs abould seTve the vessel for most of the next pear
on her propossd deddl= svound New Zsaland and a sommes
in the Sub Antanctic Isands, Stewart Ishnd aeed Ficod land.

The dayis windless so it’s motor caly for the voyege
morth. The gquartering sootheast swell would have most:
boatsrolling and cork-screwing bot this is exsily absorbed
by the Maiad stabilizers,

Hehrring consists of mitting back in the ddpper's chair
with 2 cup of tea and adjusting the Simrad aotapilob
oocasiorally In'bad weather, it wonld beat the hell out
of getting wet with the bonms that you cam wear crpet:
slippers mather than sea boots oo watch As with mast
motorsziler cordigurations the rigis small, but as Buass
podnts out: “Any sail area you can et up tends to reflectin
the economy rather than speed.”

Harbour the crew has pleoty of vantage poiots, with the
‘bowe and Aybridge being the fauourites among the young of
heart. There's encugh daylight left for a run ashore before
settling nkn a freshly-mught snapper dinmer

Stmonrekis a clear case of back to the future for Fuss,
who started Herftage Brpeditions on vessels this sioe and
smaller. In'her first year she's covened 17, 500 naotical miles
amd a5 Buns says, “she hasthe toughoess o go anywhere,
the mirnbleness to get ivto all the put of the wayr anchorages
amd the sndurance to stay there for a long time"CE
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